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To the Reverend Mr AUS TEN. 


DAR SIR, 


2 was not in the leaſt my intention to trou- 
* ble the public with this, or any thing of mine 
of the ike nature. The world is already flocked 
N with unread and neglected Pamphlets, more 
; eſpecially Sermons. 
f I have yielded therefore to the defire of oblig- 
ing, and not to any expectations which a ſtranger 
2 to me may ſuppoſe my partiality capable of enter- 
; taining. Your defire to have the following diſ- 
{ courſe publiſhed, as being delivered upon an occa- 
fron ſo affecting to yourſelf, was perhaps natural 
| enough, and as ſuch you will land excuſed ; and 
if the ſame candor be extended to me, on the ſcore 
of your importunities, I ſhall have nothing fur- 
ther to wiſh, but that it may be in ſome degree 
uſeful and acceptable to the few families where 
friendſhip and particular connections may perad- 
venture procure it admiſſion. Tam, with true 


reſpect and efleem, dear Sir, 


* 


Your Brother and humble Servant, 


Newport, Iſle of Wight J 
Dicember 29, 1764. : ” S, 
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Romans VI. az. 
Fur the wages of fin is death, but the gift of 


God is eternal life, through Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord. | 5 


HE N breaches are made in fami- 

lies, where young branches will long 
want the watchful care of a parent's eye, and 
the neceſſary aids of the cultivating hand; 
and where alſo the ſurviving. parent muſt 
needs feel the weight of an additional tender 
ſolicitude; theſe are circumſtances which un- 


doubtedly call for our ſympathizing and af- 


fectionate regards. Many of us have fami- 
lies which ſtand daily expoſed to ſuch affect- 
ing ſtrokes of providence; and others who 
may not, are, I hope, far from without all 
concern for the afflictions of their brethren, 


or unmoved at thoſe events by which the 


wants or anxieties of others are encreaſed. 
How appheable theſe general reflections 


are to the preſent ſorrowful occaſion, you 
need not be told. Yet after all, they are not 


A 4 the 


. — of $18, 


4% „ 


- w 2 


n | of mortality, 
which chiefly | demand our attention ; and 


ſhould principally l diſcourſes of this 
nature. 


The re on the 3 occaſion being 
referred to myſelf, I ſhall therefore beg a 
little of your attention to theſe important 
words of St Paul, which have juſt been read, 
and which open to us an extenſive view of 
this ſubject; as It wage nearly and equal ly cc con- 
erm. Us all. 


we N e the PI in this FEW 
ter, after his uſual animated manner, re- 
preſenting ' Sin and Righteouſneſs as the two 
oppoſite maſters which ſhare the ſervices of 
the world between them; and the conſe- 
quences are alfo pointed out, of our being 
reſpeRively enliſted under them; the one, as 
they ariſe from the proper demerit and evil 
nature of the vaſlalage, the other, as derived 
partly from the natural excellence of the 
ſervice itſelf, but more eſpectally from the im- 


menſe beneficence and grace of Gop, who 


hath called us unto righteouſneſs and glory 
by his Son Jasvs Cukisr. 
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and the Gift LIE. 9 


Under this view he ſpeaks of the now. 


chriſtian Romans, as. having once, in com- 


mon with others, been the ſervants of ſin, 

but as through the grace and power of the 
goſpel, happily reſcued from that bondage, and 
entered upon a nobler ſervice. For the truth 
of this he fears not to put the deciſion upon 
their own experience, on a, compariſon ; 
„What fruit, or advantage, had ye then, in 
the things whereof ye are now aſhamed, 

* and of which the end, after all, is death? 
” But now, being freed from the bondage of 
* fin, as well as delivered from its penalties, 
« ye have your fruit unto holineſs, in which 
there are great and real advantages, and 
% your end, as ſecured by divine promiſes, 
* 1s everlaſting life; for (here we have the 
„ ſum and ſource of both) the wages of ſin 
„jg death, but the gift of God is eternal 
a * life, through Jesvs Cuxisr out Lord. - 


We are in nothing more indebted to the 
goſpel, than for its clear diſcoveries and aſ- 
ſurances of the importance of our pteſent be- 
ings, as they ſtand connected with a future 
world of retribution. Nature may be awa- 
kened into anxiety on theſe heads, with very 

little 


T0 The Wages of S 1N, 

httle ability to ſatisfy its own enquiries. The 
text, in particular, gives us two views of this 
matter, which. are both of the utmoſt mo- 
ment ; the one indeed is dark and alarming, 
hung as it were in deep mourning; the 
other, through mercy, of a brighter and 
more encouraging aſpect, eſpecially to thoſe 
who are impreſſed with an humble ſenſe of 
the awful righteouſneſs of the former. 


Let the ſcene then now before us *, and 
yet more the authority of Gop in his word, 
engage our ſerious attention, whilſt we briefly 
conſider and improve them both, in the or- 
der wherein they are mentioned. 


I. The wages, the natural deſert and pro- 
per conſequence of fin, is death. - 


his is a truth which revelation does not 
ſo. properly make, as declare to be ſuch, In 
the beginning of this epiſtle the apoſtle had 
been obſerving two principal grounds of his 
glorying in the univerſal importance of the 
goſpel to mankind ; the one, that * therein 
®* was revealed,” or made more manifeſt than 
ever, the diſpleaſure of Gop againſt * all the 
* ungodlineſs and unrighteouſneſs of men ;* 
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| and the Gift of LI x. 11 
the other, more properly evangelical, was 
this, that herein was centered * the power of 
* Gop unto ſalvation, unto every one who 
believed, whether Jew or Gentile. The 
former of theſe was needful to convince men 
of the evil and danger of holding the truth 
which Gop had ſhewed them, in unrighte- 
ouſneſs of life; the latter led them to the 
certain means of that deliverance which they 
ſhould now be convinced they ſtood in need 
of. 


The effeft of Gov s diſpleaſure againſt fin 
in its various views, may be conſidered as all 
comprehenſible in death ; a word, which in 
its ſeveral applications in ſcripture, is not 
only oppoſed to ſenſibility in general, but to 
the ſenſe of happineſs in particular. Thus 
in every ſenſe in which it is to be conſidered 
as the fruit and wages of fin, it is in itſelf, 


at leaſt negatively, an enemy to the — 


tion and felicity of men. 
I we look back, for inſtance, fo far as to 


the firſt parents of mankind, we ſhall there 
ſee that the death by which our friends be- 
come loſt to ws, and, as to preſent enjoy- 


ments, to themſelves alſo, was introduced as 
ts 


12 The Wages of SIN, 


the wages of ſin; for ſin and mortality made 
entrance into the world together, the one as 
the effect and conſequence of the other. So 
long as they maintained the innocence and 
uprightneſs in which they were made, and 
ſought no inventions in oppoſition to the 
divine counſels, there wanted not proviſion 
for their undecayed ſtrength and vigour, nor 
reſources ſor their happineſs, both. internal 
and external. But no ſooner were they, en- 
ſnared into the ſervice of ſin, than mortality, 
and all its train of calamities, invaded them 
at once. The tree of. fe; was no longer ac- 
ceſſible, the paradiſe, where the bounty of 
heaven had fo richly adorned the face of na- 
ture, and which Gop himſelf had deigned 
to viſit; was no longer allowed to. be their 
habitation or delight. They were exiled 
under viſible tokens of dif grace (mixed in- 
deed: with mercy) into the wide world where 
the earth yieldeth her increaſe only to the 
ſweating brow; and they were under a ſen- 
tence of finiſhing. their days of labour and 
ſorrow; by a return to the duſt from whence 
they: were taken, Henceforth, ſuch as were 
the root; ſuch alſo were the brariches; la- 
bouring, periſhing creatures, frail as to their 
frame, confined as to their preſent ſtate of 

exiſtence, 


and the- Gift of Live. 13 


* exiſtence, with their enjoyments uncertain at 


beſt, and certainly mixed with troubles. 
Thus, ſays the apoſtle, ® by one man fin en- 
= tered into the world, and death by fin, and 
* ſo death paſſed upon all men.“ 


Hitherto indeed, we have been ſpeaking 
only of negative imperfections, or compara- 
tive diſadvantages of being; from which, 
eſpecially when temporal, we can have no 
pretence to any right of exemption. For 
were we as innocent of all other crime as of 
that of our firſt parents, yet a being upon 
the whole enjoyable, could not juſtly be com- 
plained of, becauſe it was not more ſo; and 
much leſs can guilty creatures reaſonably com- 
plain of it as a ſcanty inheritance. Yet ſo in 
fact it is, that innocence originally was ex- 
empt from theſe negatives, and they were, 
ſo far as appears, unknown to human na- 
ture, till haman nature itſelf became corrupt 
and rebellious. Such was the hberality of 
providence, that man, the diſtinguiſhed 
workmanſhip of Gop, had ſcarce any thing 
left to wiſh for till he unhappily revolted 


from his Maker and Benefactor; and ſuch 


too was the wiſdom of Go p, that though 
doubtleſs he might originally have been leſs 
bountiful, 


14 The Wages of S1N, 

bountiful, yet the withholding of his hand 
was ſo ordered and introduced, as to be a 
moſt inſtructive fon to poſterity, and a me- 
morial of the nature of ſin unto all genera- 
tions, | 


But there are yet other ſenſes of the word. 
death, which, though more figurative, im- 
ply ſomething not leſs deſtructive to human 
felicity, nor leſs properly the offspring and 
wages of fin, The nobler powers of our 
rational ſouls, whatever comparative diſad- 
vantages they may be placed under, as allied 
to theſe frail and mortal bodies, are yet un- 
doubtedly given us for intellectual and mo- 
ral improvements, and more eſpecially for 
the knowledge, ſervice and enjoyment of 
Go p. But as theſe are enſlaved and per- 
verted by corrupt intereſts and appetites, 
they are ſaid in ſcripture to he dad; ndt 
thereby intending that theſe powers act not 
at all, but that they act in a wrong way, and 
to purpoſes degrading of their high original 
and true end. And it is evident that this 
kind of moral death (from which we muſt 
be quickned and born as it were again) is 
ſometimes the judicial, and always the natu- 
ral fruit and tendency of fin. A 
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Of the Gentiles * it is ſaid, that when they 
liked not to retain Gos in their knowledge, 
le gave them up to vile affections, and ſtupi- 
dity of ſpiritual underſtanding; and of the 
Jews §, that when they hearkened not unto 
his voice, he gave them alſo up unto their own 
luſts, and to walk in their own counſels. 
And though we have no need te underſtand 
this, as ſpoken univerſally of either, yet is 
this evidently a deplorable kind of death, 
which ſin naturally promotes and brings up- 
on the ſoul. 


For beſides that hereby Gop is diſpleaſed 
and diſhonoured, his ſacred laws violated, 
his authority affronted, his counſels rejected, 
and his goodneſs abuſed ; the moſt glorious 
and amiable part of his image, which we 
are capable of bearing, is alſo defaced ; our 
intercourſe with him is interrupted, and our 
hope in him obſcured, our underſtandings 
are darkned and bewildered, and the per- 
verſeneſs of our affections ſtrengthened ; we 
hence, for the moſt part, rather endure life 
than exjoy it, and the proſpect of death is full 
of diſcomfort ; ſo that in ſhort, by fin our 
whole ſouls tend to alienation from that 

Which 
® Rom, L 26. $ Pſalm Lxxxi. 12 
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which can alone exalt, improve, or render 
them happy. The apoſtle's words therefore 
are a juſt deſcription of thoſe who live under 
the ſervice of fin, that they ® walk after the 
* vanity of their minds, having their under- 
* ſtandingsdarkened, being eſtranged from the 
* life of GoD, and having rendered themſelves 
® paſt feeling , and ſo delivered themſelves 
over to * work all uncleanneſs with greedi- 
* neſs.” How dreadful is this in itſelf, and 
how much more ſo when we confider how 
it prepares us for death in the moſt complete 
and wretched ſenſe of all; a final ſeparation 
from the preſence of Gop, with ſuch con- 


ſciouſneſs of his diſpleaſure, as well as of 
,our folly, as ſhall render us fit examples of 


the righteous and holy judgment of the Al- 
mighty! Thus in every view whatever, 
whether figurative or not, death, as the 


Wages 
Though indeed, paft feeling, implies that there once aua: 
feeling, yet it ſcarce expreſſes the juſt force of the apoſtle's 
anne lig, Of which 3avloug may as well be the object, as of 
the verb that follows — it however plainly ſignifies what men 
bring themſelves to by their own af — Paſſer's remark upon 
the place (Ipb. iv. 13.) is therefore a juſt one, that the apoſtle 
is ſpeaking, © Deus quorum animus ex confurtudine peccandi 
« ita occaluit, &c. ut, at Anpus, nullum ſentiat conſcientiæ 
4 remorſum, aut dolorem;“ of thoſe who through cuſtom in 
finning have ſo hardened their hearts, that "_ op have 
done ill they feel it not. 2 | 
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wages of ſin, is either negatively, or ſtill more 
directly, an enemy to the perfection and feli- 
city of man, and tends in the end to the ut- 
ter deſtruction of both. © Sin, when it is 
* finiſhed, ſays the Apoſtle James, bringeth 
* forth death. This is ever the nature of 
its ſervice, and the wages it pays; nor is it 
conceivable how it ſhould do otherwiſe, un- 


der the government of a righteous and * 
Gop. | 


If it be aſked, How then could the Apoſtle. 
ſay, that death was his gain? the anſwer will 
be very. eaſy, That the death of a good man 
is indeed his gain, as it is immediately far 
better to him than the pureſt of his enjoy- 
ments on earth; but it is preſumed, that 
death is far from being gain, even to Chriſ- 
tians, in another light; that is, when com- 
pared to that finiſhing and moſt glorious 
period, when mortality ſhall be compleatly 
„ ſwallowed up of life. Let us proceed 
now then, 


Secondly, To the brighter and more chear- 
ful branch of the text, and which throws 
light upon this otherwiſe very dark and un- 


comfortable ſcene. Though * the wages of 
1 72 C ſin 


18 The Wages of S1N, 
be death,” even in its moſt terrifying forms, 


yet is the gift of Gon fe, yea life eternal 
thro” Jesvs CuRIST our Lord. The change 


of phraſe here is both accurate and remark- 
able. When we are the ſervants of fin, 


it is * of ſin unto death,” as its proper 


wages and juſt deſert ; but when we are the 
ſervants of righteouſneſs it is „of obedi- 


* ence unto life,” not as wages, but as a gift 


which proceeds from the free bounty and li- 
berality of its ſource. And ſurely it is not 
poſſible for ſinners, we might even ſay for 
the innocent, ſtrictly and originally ſpeak- 
ing, to receive ſo mighty a bleſſing in any 
other way. But we are more particularly 
to remark, 


=. 


1. That the original ſource of this gift 1 is 


God, even that Gop who hath been ſo juſt- 
ly offended, and of whom, as well as to whom 


are all things. It flows freely from the 


boundleſs treaſures of his beneficence, and 
the good pleaſure of his will, who has a 
right to ſave as well as to deſtroy. We can 
give no other account of it than of creation 
itſelf, or of any the hke benefit ; namely, 
that he is in his nature good and bountiful, 


and delighteth in beneficence and kindneſs. 


Into 
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Into this only can we reſolve it, as to the ori- 
ginal cauſe and ſource, that we were either 
brought from nothing into life and exiſtence; 
or that, when we have juſtly deſerved: to 
have that being an unhappy one, we are thus 
lifted out of this depth of diſtreſs. That we 
fall and become expoſed to death and miſery, 
is not owing to him, but to curſelves; that 
we fall, not without remedy and without 
hope, is not at all owing to ourſelves, but 
to him. He is neither tempted of evil, nor 
tempteth he any man; but every good and 
perfect gift deſcendeth from him as from the 
father of light and perfection, and the father 
of mercies. - He is long-ſuffering and gra- 
cious, not defirous that we ſhould periſh, as 
without mercy ; but that in the day of his 
gracious viſitation we may eſcape an evil 
juſtly deſerved ; but neither the way provid- 
ed for our eſcape, nor any mercies relating 
to it, are extorted from him; but his na- 
ture is kind and good, his providences free 


and generous, and therefore are we pre- 


vented by his loving-kindneſs and compaſ- 


ſionate mercy. 


2. We are to obſerve alſo, the medium or 
method by which this ineſtimable gift is de- 
| G2 rived 


20 De Wages of SIN, 
rived to mankind. It is ® the gift of Gop 
through Jxsus CnRisr our Lord.“ 


It did not anſwer the Apoſtle's deſign, we 
ſee, to ſay barely that life is God's gift to 
ſuch eſpecially as have deſerved the wages of 
ſin, (though that is moſt certainly true) but 
it is a gift conferred through the mediation 
of his Son Ixsuvs CuRIsr. Being made per- 
fe&t in this character through ſufferings, 
he is become the author of eternal ſalvation 
unto all them that obey him.“ All things 


are of Gop, who reconcileth us unto him- 


ſelf; but then, it is by, or through Jesvs 
CHRIST. — And once again, The ſting of 
death is fin, and the ſtrength of ſin is the 
* law ; but thanks be to Gop, who giveth 


us the victory. Here the Apoſtle might 


have ſtopped, certainly, with great truth and 
good ſenſe, but he adds—" through IESus 
* CHRIST our LoR D. ** And this being fo 


eminent a part of the goſpel, running as it 


does, ſo uniformly through the New Teſta- 
ment, one would think it ſhould from 


» The Aiz Ty xvpiv nh, Kc. 1 Cor. xv. 57. Rom. v. 


31, &c. is ſo plainly equivalent and parallel to the EN «pivy 


Ino, &c. in the text, that we may juſtly argue from either as 
of the ſame force. 
thence 
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thence follow, not only that theſe triumphs 
over fin and death are the gifts of Gop, (for 
ſuch even reaſon itſelf muſt admit them to 
be) but that the manner alſo in which they 
are given, through the mediation of our 
Lord, was of ſuch high importance, that 
the honour and conſiſtence of the divine go- 
vernment were intereſted therein, and ſe- 
cured thereby; and conſequently, that our 
Saviour's condeſcenſion and love therein ma- 
nifeſted, is with the higheſt reaſon to be 
conſidered as thy matter of our joy and gra- 
titude: It may not indeed be eaſy for us to 
obtain ſuch clear views of the expediency or 
importance of this wonderful mean to ſo 
great an end, as curioſity might excite us 
to with. But when we are told in general, 
that Gop hath ſet forth him to be a propi- 
tiation—* that he might be /, and the ju/t:- 
fer of him that believeth"—that in bring- 
ing 'many ſons unto glory, it became Him, 
for, and by whom are all things, to make 
the Captain of our ſalvation perfect through 
ſufferings; and that the grace of Gop, 
through him who thus ſuffered for us, 
aboundeth towards us in all wiſdom and 
prudence ; theſe ſeem to be premiſes from 


whence one may draw ſuch concluſions, and 
TY the 
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the concluſion evidently tends to engage us 
ingratiudeas well as intereff to adhere to him 
and rejoice in him, as the way, the truth, 


and the life. 


May we not add then, that ſuch ſenti- 
ments and views of our Lord's mediation, 
are in great meaſure the ſpirit and ſupport of 
his kingdom in the world. Believing that 
in him Gop freely giveth and moſt fitly diſ- 
penſeth pardon and reconciliation to the pe- 
nitent and humble, we ate encouraged to 
approach his throne and to have acceſs to his 
infinite Majeſty in the ſpirit of grateful con- 
fidence, and rejoicing in CHRIS Jesus as the 
friend and exalted advocate of returning of- 
fenders, who for their ſakes hath glorified 
God in the obedience of his life and in the 
ſacrifice of his death. Under the influence 
of the ſame ſentiments alſo, our hearts will 
be ſtrengthened and enlarged to ſerve and 
honour him, in all his inſtitutions and com- 
mandments, expecting and defiring his bleſ- 
ſing, as the head of ſpiritual influence as 
well as of authority in the church of Gop, 
And let me add too, we ſhall underſtand 
the tendency of theſe principles very ill in- 
deed, if they enlarge not our hearts in 

| thank- 
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thankfulneſs to G o p, and benevolence to 
men, 


A few words remain to be ſaid, thirdly, of 
the immenſe greatneſs of this gift of God; 
it is of nothing leſs, than eternal life 
through Jxsus CHRISH our Lord.” 


Were there more time we could however 
ſpeak but very imperfectly of the nature of it, 
becauſe no eye hath ſeen, nor ear heard, 
nor heart conceived, of the things which 
Gop hath prepared for them that love him. 
Suffice it to obſerve at preſent, that it is, in 
all reſpects whatever, a glorious reverſe of 


that death which is in any view the wages 


of ſin; and illuſtriouſly repreſents the G op 
whom we are to ſerve, in the moſt amiable 
of all views, that of a benefaFor to his other- 


* wiſe helpleſs and miſerable creation. In- 


deed, we have not that earthly paradiſe to 
dwell in, which once ſmiled upon its inno- 
cent inhabitants; yet is the earth ſtill full of 
the Creator's bounty, and the heavens ſtill 
ſhew forth his glory ; and we are affured, 
that there remain in the ſtores of the ſame 
munificence, a new heaven and a new earth, 
in which dwell cternal righteouſneſs, dignity 

C 4 and 
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and honour. This 1s, in a ſtill more heaven- 
ly and exalted meaning, the paradiſe of 
* Gop,” and which innocence itſelf could 
never have obtained a natural right to. 


We muſt alſo paſs through the valley of 
the ſhadow of a natural death ; for all na- 
ture ſays to us, as was ſaid to Hezektab, 
* ſet thy houſe in order, for thou ſhalt die, 
and not live.” But we are aſſured by One 
who hath given proof of it in himſelf, that 


* he is the reſurrection and the life ;* and 


that believing in him, though we die, yet 
ſhall we live again, and live to infinite ad- 
vantage, And as to ſpiritual or figurative 
death, this is already a conquered enemy, 
though not ſo compleatly as hereafter it ſhall 
be, wherever the Ag of the world ſhines as 
our guide, and CHRIST has a faithful and 
affectionate, a willing, and obedient people. 
And we are abundantly afſured alſo, that 
over theſe the ſecond death ſhall have no 
power ; for the ſame Spirit of holineſs by 
which our LoR D himſelf was raiſed up, 
ſhall alſo raiſe up them to live and reign to- 
gether with him. 


How 
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How tranſcendently grand and wonderful 
is this ſcheme of redeeming mercy, which by 
an awfully glorious mixture of the charac- 
ters of ſovereign Judge and almighty Benefactor, 
at once humbles and exalts us ; I mean, de- 
preſſes our vanity, yet excites our gratitude, 
and enlivens our hopes? 


It is eaſy to ſee then, what are the proper 
inferences and improvements from hence, 


and what are more eſpecially proper to ſuch 


an occaſion as this. As, 


1. It affords great conſolation concerning 
the departure of thoſe, of whom we have 
good reaſon to believe, that they lived under 
the practical influence of theſe great truths. 
The end of revealing this grace was not only 
to diſplay the wiſdom, power and goodneſs 
of Gop, but to redeem us through CurrsT 
unto himſelf, that we might not be the ſer- 
vants of fin unto death, but of righteouſ- 
neſs unto life, as his own gift, and in his 
own way. As this is a way full of purity 
and truth, it 1s alſo full of grace, and in- 
ſpires the moſt liberal ſentiments of love and 


grati- 
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gratitude, It diſcourages nothing but hy- 
pocriſy, impenitence, pride and unfaithful- 
nets, which are inconſiſtent with real ſer- 
vige. All who have their fruit unto holi- 
neſs, have their end everlaſting life, through 
our Lord, becauſe ſuch. is the promiſe, wall, 
and gift of Goo. We well hope this was 
the happy caſe and character of our deceaſed 
Friend and Siſter in the common faith of 
our Lord; but it will be more to our pur- 


poſe to obſerve with regard to ourſelves, 
that, 


2. The ſ ubject we have been conſidering, 
is very alarming to the thoughtleſs and ſe- 
cure, who are eaſy through meer inattention 


to the reality and importance nh a future 
world. 


We are none of us ſo weak as to queſtion 
the certainty of our change, or the uncer- 
tainty of the time; but do we well conſider, 
that the peculiar awfulneſs of it is, that it is 
Final, and will fix our ſtate and character 
for ever. Mortality, and all its leading pre- 
ſages, - have, in the view-before-mentioned, 
the voice of a ſolemn warning, to take —m—_ 

le 
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leſt a worſe thing come upon us, and in 
which, let me add, no one's fin, but our 
own can involve us. 


We are generally pretty careful to ward 
off the ſtroke of the firſt death, and to call 
in the aid of the beſt remedies that we know 
of, by which oppreſſed nature may be aſ- 
ſiſted and relieved. We do this, though 


we know the ſucceſs is precarious, and the 
benefit, at beſt, but a ſhort ſuſpenſion of 
the inevitable day. Why then, yea, why 
not infinitely rather careful, to get the ſe- 
cond death reverſed, to which our own of- 
tences only have expoſed us! Why not con- 
ſult him, who hath the power of life and 
of death in his hand, who ever ſpeaketh 
wholeſome and healing words, and whom 
the Father hath given that we might not 
periſh ! Why ſo much our own enemies in 
one caſe rather than the other? Though 
the truth is, we are careleſs enough in both, 
and ſeldom act ſo reaſonably as we ſhould 
do, till we are driven to it by immediate 
danger. Nothing however can equal the 
folly of riſking our all, and leaving the 
care of an eternal world, upon a few of the 

laſt 
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laſt hours of uncertain life, Let it then be 
even now conſidered, 


3. What good reaſon we have to hope 
that thelife 1s already begun which we are 
thus aſſured ſhall flouriſh in immortality. 
If it has no beginning here, it will have no 
exiſtence, much leſs improvements, in the 
the other world. It is a plant of celeſtial 
growth and original, which takes root in the 
hidden man of the heart, where faith, hope 
and love, open the underſtanding, ſubdue 
the will, and exalt the affections for the ſer- 
vice of Gop. But, like other trees, it 1s 
known, at leaſt to us, by its fruits : Where- 
ever theſe principles live, they will engage 
us in the ſervice of righteouſneſs and of the 
kingdom of Gop, not only becauſe the con- 
trary terminates in death, (though hat is a 
weighty conſideration) but becauſe the ſer- 
vice we are called to is recommended by 
ſuch condeſcending love, and is fo juſt and 
reaſonable in itſelf, 


As we riſe in the happy influence of theſe 
more generous principles, the goſpel will 
operate in a way moſt honourable to Gon, 

and 
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and moſt agreeable and beneficial to our- 
ſelves; or, in the Apoſtle's language, we 
ſhall poſſeſs the ſpirit of ſons and not of 
ſlaves, "Wi ſpirit of freedom and confidence, 
yet of righteouſneſs, goodneſs and truth: and 
he that in theſe things now ſerveth Chriſt, is 
both accepted of God, and approved of reaſon- 
able and good men ; but however accident 
and miſapprehenſion may operate to prevent 
the latter, he will enjoy the preſent ſupport- 
ing proſpects, and the never-ending future 
bleſſings, of that gift which is of Gop 
through Jzsvs CHRIST our Lord. 
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FUNERAL HYMN, 
By 7HEODO SIA. 
. 


L Hile tothe grave our Friends are borne, 
Around their cold remains, 
How all the tender paſſions mourn, 

And each fond heart complains ! 


Il. 


„But down to carth, alas! in vain 
Wie bend our weeping eyes 
Ah! let us leave theſe ſeats of pain, 
And upward learn to riſe. 


III. 


Hope cheerful ſmiles amid the gloom, 
And beams a healing ray ; 

And guides us from the darkſome tomb, 
To realms of endleſs day. 


IV. Jesus 


E 


JEsus, who left his bleſt abode 
(Amazing grace!) to die, 

Mark'd when he roſe the ſhining road 
To his bright courts on High. 


V. 


To thoſe bright courts when hope aſcends 
The tears forget to flow; 

Hope views our abſent happy friends, 
And calms the ſwelling woe. 


VI. 


Then let our hearts repine no more 
That earthly comfort dies; | 
But laſting happineſs explore, 

And aſk it from the ſkies. 


